
 
 

 
 

  

Friday 23 rd  June  
 
The yard will be supervised before 

school from 8.45am and after school 
until 3.45pm  (Except Wednesday 
3.30pm) .   
 

Students must not be left in the 
playground before or after 
school. Any student left 

unsupervised before 8.45am or 
after 3.45pm (3.30pm 
Wednesday) will be sent to Camp 
Australia at a cost to 
parents/carers.  
 
Lunch eating: 11:00am ï11:15am  

Yard time: 11.15am -12.00pm   
Recess: 2.00pm -2.30pm  
School Finish: 3.30pm ( Wednesdays 
3.15pm )  
 

 

Last Day of Term  
Friday 30 th  June  

1.30PM S chool Finish  Time  
Any student not collected 

by 1.45PM will be taken to 

Camp Australia after care.  

 

 

Term Dates  

Term 2: April 18 ï June 30  

Term 3: July 1 7 ï Sept 22  

Term 4 :  Oct 9 ï Dec 2 2 
 

Important Dates  

October 9 th  ï 11 th   

Grade 3/4 Camp Rumbug  

June 30 th   

Last day of term 1.30pm finish  

 

Curriculum  Days 2017  

Term 4   

Thursday 12 th  October and Friday 

13 th  October -   Concept -driven 

curriculum in Mathematics  

Monday 6 th  November ï 

Reporting & Assessment Day  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Dear parents and carers,  

 

Student - Led Conferences  

This week staff, students and parents have met together to 

have a three way conference to reflect on the past six months 

of learning. Reflection is an important element of the Learner 

Profile of the Primary  Years Programme. This year the Year 2 -6 

area have us ed See saw, an educational application , to create 

their own digital portfolio. Rachel, our leading teacher for 21 st  

Century L earning has supported the staff with profession al 

learning in this area. T he ov erall feedback from parents and 

staff is that the  use of technology facilitated rich conversations 

and reflections about learning.  

Involving the students in the S tud ent Led C onferences, who 

are important stakeholders in their learning , also emphasises 

student voice and the importance of responsibility .  An I.B 

education emphasises that students actively engaged in the 

learni ng process . They are not passive recipients of 

information, but active learners. How do you learn to be 

responsible? The way to lear n responsibility is by doing.  

Than ks to the staff at F.P.S for  leading the way to support the 

implementation of student - led conferences in a 21 st  Century 

format.  

 

Feed back from teachers .  

As a tea m we found that the Student Led Conference evening 

was a huge success. The students demonstrated their ability to 

reflect critically on their learning, manage their time well and 

independently drive the conference with confidence. The 

students spent a lot of time preparing their digital portfolios 

and practising  their oral presentation skills. We are so happy 

to see parents logging on to Seesaw already, providing us with 

great feedback and communicating their keen interest in their 

child's learning. Using Seesaw as a platform facilitates an 

authentic connection b etween home and school learning.  This 

will enrich the student's experiences and development.  

-  Sarah Jasenia Year 3 teacher  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

 

Executive Officer: Philip  Fox  

President: Mark Hollis  

Vice President: Erika Jonsson  

Secretary: Malcolm Ramsay  

 

 

Finance ï Philip, Julie, Mark, 

Justin  

 

Healt h, Wellbeing & Canteen ï 

Melissa, Erika  

 

Grounds, Building & Safety ï 

Bridget, Justin , Caroline  

 

ICT ï Rachel, Aaron , Da vid  

 

Education & Policy 

(Vietnamese Immersion) ï 

Chau, Kathy, Stacey  

 

Fundraising ï Philip, Erika, 

Hazel, Kiah  

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours  

MON-FRI  8.30am -  4.00pm  

 

Office Staff   

Eloise: Monday, Tuesday & 

Wednesday  

Jessie :  Thursday and Friday  

Nicole :  Monday & Tuesday  

Rowena :  Wednesday , Thursday & 

Friday  

Julie :  Monday to Friday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAYMENT DETAILS  

Direct Deposit  

Footscray Primary School  

BSB:063 132  

Account number 10090179  

Please include a reference with 

the student(s)ô names. 

 

EFTPOS available at the office  

 
 

 
 

The Student Led Conferences held on Tuesday evening were a 

transformative experience for students, teachers and parents, 

with many  parents commenting that the digital portfolios were 

so much more informative. Importantly, students were able to 

demonstrate their bilingual learning through film, with a 

number of parents amazed at their children's Vietnamese 

language skills, having neve r heard them speak before the 

conference!  

 

Harnessing a digital medium for the portfolios enabled 

students to critically reflect on a greater range of work, 

including drafts and samples from workbooks, to demonstrate 

shifts in their understanding and the le arning occurring 

through the process, rather than placing emphasis solely on 

the finished product. The depth of students' reflections was 

also enhanced by the process of curating key pieces to show 

during the conferences, evidenced by the overwhelming 

sele ction of pieces which had challenged students, requiring 

the application of PYP attitudes to overcome obstacles.  

 

-  Sam McArthur Year 6 teacher  

 

Feedback from families  

  

¶ It was evident that our daughter had prepared for her 

presentation. The new electronic form at helped to 

make presentation more streamlined and easier to 

manage for her.  

¶ It was great to see my child engaged with technology. 

The presentation was wonderful.  

¶ Very well prepared by teacher and my daughter, there 

was time to look at student work, discu ss and 

acknowledge achievements.  

¶ Hector was prepared and he had plenty of material and 

resources to draw on as he discussed his learning with 

us.  

¶ My child was prepared and able to reflect on their 

learning.  

¶ Everything was organised and running on time and it 

worked really well in a digital format  

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://southernskips.com.au/exfiles/weaccept.jpg&imgrefurl=http://southernskips.com.au/&h=69&w=337&tbnid=xflDuFErg8FVqM:&zoom=1&q=eftpos symbol&docid=vUA2HuXPGu11fM&ei=n41uVMe1FuOhmQWf64LABA&tbm=isch&ved=0CCsQMygOMA4&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=292&page=1&start=0&ndsp=26


 

  
1.  Drop - Off Time for School is 8:45 am  

I need parents to support  with not dropping children at school 

before  8:45am. I cannot have students left unattended in the 

playground  as this is a safety issue. Children left unattended 

will be taken to Camp Australia and parents will now be 

charged for care . Please stay with your child / ren if you are 

arriving before this time.   

 

2.  Student Absences  

We are monitoring student  absence on a regular basis as it is 

a tar get area we are keen to improve at the end of every 

month. Why is it important for your student to arrive on time 

and not be away for a legitimate reason? Punctuali ty and 

reliability are two important habits we need to develop in life. 

The adults within the community are important role models 

for these attitudes to develop.  

If there are  any unexplained absences we request you return 

the letter to the office with the  explanation for  why  your child  

has  being away. We will be following up with famili es where 

there has been poor attendance. Why are we doing this? We 

are doing this because we want every child at FPS to be the 

best that they can be.  If they are not here a t school then this 

is stopping us from achieving one of our core values of 

ñPersonal Bestô. In some cases a re-engagement plan will 

need to be developed.  

 

3.  School Uniform  

We have a school uniform policy and I will attach this to the 

newsletter today. I am r equesting that all students wear the 

school uniform and the school colours of blue or red with 

additional items of school uniform  that may be wo rn for 

religious reasons . I would also like students to start to 

transition to black shoes (i.e runners) over th e next six 

months. The school uniform plays an important role for 

students feeling a s ense of b elonging to our school (and has  

made a difference to some of our students with 

reengagement)  It  also supports the building of a sense of 

pride.  I have identifi ed that this is an area to improve  after 

visits to many government schools . Over the coming weeks I 

will also be talking to students about the wearing of the school 

uniform. We will of course support familie s with uniform if we 

need to , who may be expe riencing financial difficulty (as we 

have always done).  

Thanks to the fam ilies who completed the School R eview 

survey. We are currently analysing the data to guide the self ï

evaluation report. We will present this self -evaluation report 

in term 3 at S chool  Council  

 

Please see the update about the Footscray Learning P recinct  

following this article . 

 

Philip Fox  

Principal  

 

School Photos  

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

Some of you may have missed the 

opportunity to order school photos.  

 

I have created a new opportunity to 

secure photos from 2017 and 

previous years as well.  

 

The booking window will be open 

until the end of July.   

Only the digital download option is 

available and the cost is $40.00  

 

Please use either of these two links 

to make an order.  

 

https://www.trybooking.com/HZKD  

 

https://www.trybooking.com/140195  

 

Regards,  

 

Tania Jovanovic  

 

Compass Roll Out  
We wish to imform families that 

from Term 3, 2017 our school will 
no longer be using Flexibuzz  

(formally Tiqbiz). Compass is now 
our primary method of 
communication with families. 

Please contact the school 
(Footscray.ps@edumail. 

vic.gov.au ) if you are unable to 

log in to Compass .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/HZKD
https://www.trybooking.com/140195
mailto:Footscray.ps@edumail.%20vic.gov.au
mailto:Footscray.ps@edumail.%20vic.gov.au


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Footscray Learning Precinct:  Announcement  

The Footscray Learning Precinct is an iconic vision for education in the inner west, it will transform our 

community, itôs not just about creating more places for students, itôs about creating a world class 

learning environment that will provide the best o pportunities for our children, and people at all stages of 

life.  

 

During November 2016, we presented a proposed concept for the precinct and asked for your feedback. 

Hundreds of people completed the survey and attended information sessions throughout the m onth. 

Your feedback helped finalise the feasibility study.  

 

Announcement  

 

The Victorian Government announced that it supports the recommendations of the feasibility study and 

will invest a further $10.6 million for the next stage of the precinct.  

The next s tage includes master planning and advanced designs for all sites, including a new junior 

campus to be built in Seddon. The next stage also involves redeveloping Gilmore College for Girls and 

Footscray City Primary School.  

 

Our long - term vision for the preci nct is to create a secondary school with three campuses by 

reconfiguring schools in the region. There would be two junior campuses for Years 7 -9, one at the site of 

Gilmore College for Girls and one at the new Seddon campus, and one senior campus for Years  10 -12 at 

the site of Footscray City College.  

 

The project includes a shared STEM centre to be built near the senior campus, and partnerships with 

tertiary providers to increase the number of students continuing to post -secondary education.  

  

The V ision  

 

The Footscray Learning Precinct is an iconic vision for education in the inner west. It will transform our 

community. Itôs not just about creating more places for students ï itôs about creating a world-class 

learning environment to provide the best opportuniti es for our children, and people at all stages of life.  

 

Importantly, there will be a new governance structure for schools and education across the precinct, and 

a transition plan for students progressing through the different stages of their education. Thes e are 

being developed now, and will be released by the end of the year.  

We will be speaking to parents and the community to ensure their views are central to the vision. You 

will hear from us soon about how you can get involved in the next stage of communi ty engagement.  

 

For more information  

 

Please visit our website for the final feasibility study and a community engagement report, or to find 

more information about how the precinct will affect you and your family 

http://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools/Footscray -Learning -Precinct.aspx   

 

 

http://www.schoolbuildings.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools/Footscray-Learning-Precinct.aspx


 
  

Garden C lub News  

Hooray for the first lady beetle found at our new garden site! (Discovered inside a lettuce by a 

child one recent afternoon.) This adds to our resident worms (and snails!) that are always very  

popular on garden club days.  

Garden club parents/carers barrowed in an additional layer of quality soil in the term 1 

holidays, and filled up the new all -access garden bed (designed so wheelchairs can fit under it), 

which is now growing its first vegetable s. Throughout term 2, children have helped plant out 

winter seeds and seedlings, including lettuces, cauliflowers, cabbages, womboks, leeks, garlic 

and more.  

Some of the other highlights this term have been harvesting the Jerusalem artichokes, and 

having a  few spontaneous ómarket daysô where the kids have taken artichokes, parsley, 

silverbeet and lettuce home to their families. Planting out an entire bed of garlic was another 

fun activity (the kids are very enthusiastic in the task of dividing up garlic hea ds!). On another 

day, garden club member David brought in some interesting edible plants from his home 

garden, so that children could experience all their different smells, textures and tastes.  

In 2017 the school plans to start classroom composting again ( it was shelved last year during 

landscape works, which made the bins inaccessible). To help with this process, garden club 

member Rachel went to talk to the Green Team about the delights of compost, and Mark has 

also won us a $1000 grant (from Junior Landc are and Momentum Energy) to go towards a new 

compost bin system!  

Weôve noticed with delight how many more children can fit into the new garden space, 

compared to the old location. And more parents and carers have joined the club, too. Now 

garden club is a weekly event (pending good weather), occurring on alternate Wednesdays and 

Thursdays. If you are also interested in joining garden club, please email Mark 

( folkculture@me.com ). Everyone is welcome!  

   

 

 
 

mailto:folkculture@me.com


 

 
 

COLLECTION BOX IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE FOYER  
 



  Student of the Week  
 

GRADE STUDENT AWARD FOR 

00A  Jeanelle  Enthusiasm  

Sharing her completed work with the teacher and 

other students with such joy. She demon strates 

initiative when working independently.  

00C  Ari  Open -minded  

For being  open minded towards student led 

conferences. Ari shared her portfolio with her parents 

and teacher and showed great commitment to her 

learning and building confidence.  

01A  Carl  Knowledgeable  

Sharing his knowledge on a variety of topics in a 

clear, thoughtful and respectful way. Carl showed 

great insight when he explained what he knew about 

Reconciliation Week and Aboriginal culture. He has 

also been eager to share his kno wledge about Human 

Body Systems through his detailed diagram, written 

facts and verbally. Thank you for sharing your 

knowledge with the class Carl!  

01A  Grace  Risk - taker  

Growing in confidence and taking risks in all aspects 

of school life, from performing  a skit in front of the 

class, asking questions when she is unsure of what to 

do and listening to feedback about her writing to 

create a detailed teaching book about cats. We are 

very lucky to have you at Footscray Primary Grace.  

01B  Eden  Communicator  

Being a curious learner who shows an interest in the 

world around her. You demonstrated how committed 

you are as a learner when creating your portfolio, 

along with taking pride in all of your work.  It was 

fantastic to see how well - spoken you were when you 

conducted your Student Led Conference.  What a 

great communicator you are!  Keep up the great 

work, Eden.  

01C  Ben  Communicator  

For confidently and enthusiastically sharing his 

portfolio during the Student Led Conferences. Ben 

was able to clearly express his  learning achievements 

and answered his families questions in a thoughtful 

manner, demonstrating the PYP values. Well done 

Ben! We are lucky to have you in our class!  

01D  Crystal  Communicator  
Confidently sharing  her learning during share time 

and at the student led conference.  

03B  Daniel  Confidence  

Over the last couple of weeks you have demonstrated 

confidence to try to improve your learning even when 

it was new or challenging. Well done for trying hard, 

keep up the good work D aniel.  

03C  Fabiano  Caring  

Being a caring friend to a student in need. Fab is 

consistently thinking  of others and their feelings. I  

am so  proud to have someone so  kind and 

considerate in our classroom. Fab, please keep this 

up!  It is a very special tra it to have! Well done.  

04A  Zachary  Independence  

Demonstrating commitment towards learning in all 

areas of the curriculum. You consistently accept and 

act on feedback from others, striving to be the best 

learner you can be. Keep up the wonderful work Zac!   

04A  Inez  Confidence  

Demonstrating confidence towards school activities. 

It has been wonderful to see you beginning to take 

some risks and share your ideas in class.  

04A  Thomas  Integrity  

Demonstrating respectful communication and 

honesty when working in collaboration with others. 

We appreciate the kindness and enthusiasm that you 

bring to our classroom!  



04A  Matilda  Thinker  

 Working cooperatively with her peers to solve 

problems and inve stigate new understandings. You 

exhibit outstanding self -  management skills and show 

resilience and persistence when faced with 

challenges. Keep up the wonderful work Matilda!  

04B  Sienna  Independence  

Approaching all learning with a positive and 

enthusias tic attitude. Well done Sienna for displaying 

a continued effort to work diligently and with 

independence!  

05A  Sophia  Commitment  

Dedicated commitme nt to her learning both during 

reading lessons and at home where she adopts extra 

learning tasks t o consolidate her learning.  

05A  Eliza  Curiosity  

Asking higher order questions connected to her 

learning in science. Eliza probes for evidence, applies 

lateral and creative thinking and poses questions to 

herself and others through her natural curiosity in 

how the world works.  

05B  Bailey  Commitment  His commitment to his numeracy learning.  
 

 

 

            



 

 
 

 

 

CALENDAR Term 3   2017  

 Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

W
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17 July  
 

First Day of  

Term 3  
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8am Building & 

Maintenance 

sub -committee  
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6pm School 

Council  

1 August  2  3  4  
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Grade 3 Reps  

5
W

e
e

k
 

4
 

7  8  9  
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6pm School 
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Vietnam Study 

Tour Leaving  
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Vietnam Study 

Tour Returning  



 

 



 

 

 

 


